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CALIFORNIA COMPANIES ARE
MAKING ORION AND SLS A REALITY

NASA and Lockheed Martin Orion program
managementrepresentatives visited several suppliers
throughout the southern California region March
30—April 1 to view Orion elements in production
and recognize the workforce for their hard work and
dedication to the program. San Diego Composites
in San Diego, Avatar Machine in Fountain Valley,
and Morrell’s Electro Plating in Compton, were
among the companies visited. The team also joined
representatives from the Space Launch System

NASA Astronaut Rick Mastracchio signs autographs for
employees at Avatar Machine in Fountain Valley, California.

The team at Hi-Rel Connectors show their enthusiasm
for Orion.

Program at AMRO Fabricating Corporation in South
El Monte, and Aero Pacific Corporation in Placentia,
companies that are manufacturing structures for
Orion and SLS. There are more than 762 companies
throughout California that provide specialized
components or manufacture complex, lightweight
structures for Orion and SLS. Media coverage of the
site visits included:

» NBC San Diego
» KUSI News

» The San Diego
Union-Tribune

Avatar CEO Denny Nguyen shows NASA’s Rick Mastracchio
and Lara Kearney some of the complex machining on the
Orion backbone.
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